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Reconsidering Temporary Housing as Community
: A Residential Experience in Yamagishi Temporary Housing, Ofunato, Iwate
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This paper reflects on the Yamagishi Temporary Housing in Ofunato, where the author lived, as a case study for reconsidering

community in disaster contexts. Residents began moving in two months after the Great East Japan Earthquake, and the site was closed

in June 2016. The community revealed three key aspects: First, it was open to the outside, with many supporters visiting. Second, it

was a non-institutional community, where relationships between residents and supporters were characterized by mutual engagement

rather than one-sided aid. Lastly, it was not truly “temporary,” as former residents continue to hold regular reunions, preserving their

bonds.
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